December 2017

Otago Peninsula Trust
Would like to thank all Trust Members for their splendid support of the Trust.
Your valued contribution enables the Trust to carry out its aims and objectives in
protecting, preserving and enhancing the Otago Peninsula. Read on for the latest
news……...
Garden Talk
Haven’t we had a grand spring this year?
Unfortunately the down side of the warm weather, coupled with the loss of our irrigation
system due to a slip, means the garden has been struggling. A sad loss due to the hot dry
weather was the beautiful Maple that has been giving shade in front of the Chalet for almost
50 years. Interestingly one of the people that planted it was at a wedding in the weekend
and noticed it was not well. He called in to the garden the next week and we had a good
discussion around how we should tackle it. In the end the decision was made to remove it
but it was not without a good look at alternatives. He is very keen to come back and help
plant its replacement should we decide to do that. It’s great that people have such a
connection to the garden and there are some wonderful stories about Glenfalloch floating
around out there.
January in the garden sees a new event start up and it should be a lot of fun for the kids
while you enjoy the garden and café. Enter Old School fun and games and the kids will play
like you used to as kids. Loud, noisy and outside. Check out the details at spineventsnz.com
or the OPT website and Facebook page.
Alan Funnell
Head Gardener — Glenfalloch Garden
The Rotary Garden is putting on a great show and and it exerted an extra spurt of growth
after those recent numerous scorching hot days. The Garden
seat at the top of the Rotary Garden which is surrounded by
heritage roses was donated by the McLauchlan family and is
enjoyed by many. The view from the seat way up there
overlooks the lower garden and the harbour. This rose
named, ‘Sport of Folklore’ was kindly donated by Heritage
Roses Otago to add to our heritage rose collection. Another
beautiful rose they donated is the sweetly scented, Sophie’s
Perpetual which fits in quite nicely here, with our lovely Trust
Marketing Manager Sophie in mind.
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A happy Christmas to all, Glenda

Rosa Sport of Folklore
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Q.

Board of Trustees
Profile Q. & A.

The Albatross Centre Souvenir Shop
from Sharon and Mel

Elizabeth Nidd

The busy season is in full swing at the
Royal Albatross Centre Souvenir shop and
that means sourcing, buying and
displaying stock for all of our visitors.
We have found it especially busy with all
the cruise ships in this season.

How long have you been a Trustee for
the Otago Peninsula Trust?

Approximately 9 months.
Q.

What is your favourite activity or
landmark on the Peninsula?

Glenfalloch Gardens and the Chalet
Restaurant
Q.

What is your favourite plant and why?

Peony Roses just because they are so
beautiful.
Q.

Your favourite bird?

Kotuku – once again because it is so
beautiful.
Q.

What are you passionate about?

Life, love and family.
Q.

Your hobbies and spare time activities?

Singing and craft work.
Q.

Do you have a stand-out book you have
read lately?

‘The Girl with Seven Names’ by Hyeonseo
Lee – A North Korean Defector’s Story
Q.

Any funny things that have happened at
any of those board meetings that you
would like to share so far?

The old story is, what goes on tour stays on
tour is it not?
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We have some lovely New Zealand made
products in store, including a cosmetics
range called 'Mmmm that's nice' and the
delicious smells of Feijoa, Ginger and
Orange Blossom have been a big hit with
our visitors. We always like to source New
Zealand made products where we can and
our visitors certainly appreciate it. We are
also stocking a new clothing range from a
Christchurch based company called
'Untouched World'. They have a
fantastic company ethos and make
beautiful New Zealand made knitwear.
The shop is looking great after some new
paint and we are busy rearranging the
shop to best display all our new and
existing stock. We are looking forward
to another busy summer season and look
forward to seeing many local and
international visitors.

Friends of the Garden
The dedicated team has pruned, weeded,
deadheaded and mulched their way
around the garden this year. Thanks to
them for the wonderful job they come and
do at the Garden. The ’Friends’ meet in
the carpark in front of the rose garden on
the last Monday of the month at 9.30am.
Our next meet is Monday 26th February
2018. Anyone interested in becoming a
friend of the garden please phone Robyne
Selbie 4761220 or robyne@xtra.co.nz
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Otago Peninsula Trust 50th celebrations

2017 has been a year of milestones and events for the Trust as part of our 50th
celebrations.
Spring saw the garden glowing with golden light as we held “Glenfalloch Golden Night
Garden” over three evenings. Sculptures from talented artists were showcased throughout
the garden and lit spectactularly. Hundreds of people came to enjoy magic spring
evenings discovering the garden anew.
A staff and trustee reunion was held on the final evening with a great turnout and the
chance to share memories and stories.
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The Dunedin Heritage Festival began with a boom at the Royal Albatross Centre, both to
open the festival and to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Fort Taiaroa tours starting in
1987. Bill Dawson was honoured as a heritage hero and presented with the 2017
Bluestone Award for his work over 50 years. Bill and Laurie Stewart presided over the
firing of a 25 pounder gun to acknowledge the important role Pukekura/Taiaroa Head
holds in the harbour heritage of Dunedin.
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Glenfalloch Golden Gala Day bloomed brightly during the heritage festival with a
stunning day to celebrate with locals and visitors. Fundraising stalls were held by local
schools, charities and organisations with great success. A wedding dress exhibition was
held with dresses from five decades of Glenfalloch weddings. The gardens were alive
with performers, stilt walkers, dancers and singers along with hundreds of guests.
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Blue Penguins Pukekura celebrated its fifth birthday with a pop up party in the Octagon and
enjoyed cake cutting, a song and penguin toys giveaways.

The Trust has opened an Info Zone in the ODT building in Stuart Street to showcase our
work and attractions as well as the Fort Taiaroa archives. We’d love you to visit; bring your
friends and visitors to find out more about our wonderful Otago Peninsula.
Open weekdays 9am-5pm.
“Peninsula People”, the Trust’s radio show on Otago Access Radio 105.4FM concludes at the
end of December. Many interesting people from the Trust’s past and present have been
interviewed and share their stories of the peninsula, living and working, wildlife encounters,
favourite spots and the Trust’s 50 years. You can find episodes at
http://oar.org.nz/event/peninsula-people/
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A blow struck the Trust’s 50th celebrations year as Dunedin had a huge deluge in July;
Taiaroa Head, the Royal Albatross Centre and Blue Penguins Pukekura were closed with 13
slips and an inaccessible road for 12 days. Two penguins also perished in a very large slip
at Pilots Beach. Glenfalloch Garden and Restaurant had issues with a large slip in the
garden cutting off the water supply. Huge thanks to the team who coped well with the
challenges and to the Dunedin City Council who were extremely helpful over this
disaster.

Among the VIPs we hosted this year was the Deputy Mayor of Shanghai delegation. The
Deputy Mayor was very impressed with our hosting at the Royal Albatross Centre which
included a beautiful waiata from Rebekah, Sarah and Hannah Langsbury.
Our commemoration book “Otago Peninsula Trust. The First 50 years” is due to be
launched any day now. Thank you to all the Trust members who supported the
publication and made it possible. Copies are a special member’s price of $10 for
members, $20 retail and can be ordered and picked up from the Trust Office at
Glenfalloch ph 476 1775 or bought at the Info Zone or Royal Albatross Centre.
We can also post them for $5.50.
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Congratulations across all the Trust teams as Four Tripadvisor
Certificates of Excellence were awarded for 2017: Royal Albatross Centre,
Blue Penguins Pukekura JV, Glenfalloch Restaurants all in the top 10
Dunedin experiences) and Glenfalloch Woodland Garden were
acknowledged as standout Dunedin experiences. The Trust is very proud
of all the hard work and wonderful visitor hosting our team extend to our
visitors from all over the world. Summer at Otago Peninsula: There have
been 33 albatross eggs laid, 361 penguin eggs laid and the season is
looking excellent for visitors. Viewing at the time of the year is exceptional for penguins with
100-200 returning each evening to feed the 200+ penguin chicks. There are 3-4 albatross nests in
front of the observatory. Unlike the rest of the country we’re hoping for some cool weather for the
nesting albatross. Social media followers have grown to over 15,000 over the Trust’s channels.
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter to keep up to date with events – there is always
lots happening on Otago Peninsula and we’d love you to share it with family, friends and visitors.

We were lucky enough to get some inside information from Hannes Bareiter for

the recipe of
his mouth watering Rack of Lamb dish that will be featured on the Glenfalloch Restaurant’s
Christmas menu this year.
2 Lamb Rack trimmed
Semolina / Capsicum / Prawn / Vanilla
4 Pax
Salt, Pepper, Rosemary
Season the Racks with salt. Heat a tablespoon of oil in a pan over a very high heat. Sear the lamb
racks for a couple of minutes until browned all over. Roast the lamb rack in a preheated oven on 170°
c for 10-12 minutes (depending on thickness), remove from the oven and rest the meat in a warm
place for 5 -8 minutes before slicing.
2 Red Capsicum
2 Yellow Capsicum
1 Red Chilli
1 Vanilla Bean
400g Banana or Tiger Prawn peeled and deveined
5 Capers
1 Red Onion
3 Gloves Garlic
10 Leaves Basil
1 Teaspoon White Balsamic Vinegar
Roast the whole capsicum in a 210°c preheated oven for 18 minutes.
Place the hot roasted capsicum in a bowl and cover with clingfilm, let
stand for 15-20 minutes, then peel of the skin, take out the core and
reserve juice. lice the capsicum in 3-4 cm thick stripes. Cut the onion into fine dice add chopped garlic and cook till soft on low heat,
add the prawns and continue to cook for 90 seconds. Now add the scraped out vanilla bean, chopped
chilli, chopped capers, vinegar, capsicum and the reserved juice. Season with salt and pepper. And
finish with ripped basil leaves
250 ml Milk
For the semolina dumpling, bring the milk to boil. Stir in the semolina
100g Semolina
and cook for 1 minute, constantly stirring with a spoon to prevent it
1 Teaspoon Salt
from scorching. Take of the heat and stir in butter, egg and yolk to
Mace, Pepper to Taste
emulsify. Season with parmesan, salt, nutmeg. Roll the semolina mix
1 Egg
into small balls and poach in simmering salted water. The dumplings
1 Eggyolk
are ready once they are floating to the top.
80 g cold Butter cubes
30 g grated Parmesan
8 Chopped Parsley
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The Otago Peninsula Trust 50th birthday year of
celebration photos and fun
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The Otago Peninsula Trust 50th birthday year of
celebration photos and fun

Children enjoying the Pop-up Penguin party held in the
Octagon to celebrate the 5th birthday of Blue Penguins
Pukekura with birthday cake and prizes to win.
In 2012 the Pukekura Trust constructed a viewing platform and boardwalk at Pilots Beach to provide the most
natural way to view little blue penguins—the world’s
smallest penguin.viewing.
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The Otago Peninsula Trust 50th birthday year of
celebration photos and fun
FOR SALE $900 plus FREE delivery
Artist: Juliet Novena Sorrell

FOR SALE ’The Leaf’ $900
plus FREE delivery.
Artist: Juliet Novena Sorrell
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To all our Otago
Peninsula staff, Trust
members and ‘Friends of
the Garden’ I would like to
wish you all a very happy
Christmas and prosperous
New Year.
Stay safe.
Robyn
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Join a
friend

To:

