Otago Peninsula Trust
Would like to thank all Trust Members for their splendid support of the Trust.
Your valued contribution enables the Trust to carry out it’s aims and objectives in
protecting, preserving and enhancing the Otago Peninsula. Read on for the latest
news……….
The Chalet’s Winter Makeover...
The Trust took over the management of Glenfalloch restaurants and function centre in May. Since then,
the chalet has been a hive of activity with everyone pulling out all stops to have this fabulous space
spruced up, reinvented and ready to open for business in September.
Well known local chef and food writer, Judith Cullen, has enthusiastically contributed to the revamp,
not only of the physical space but also of menus, for both functions and the proposed opening for Sunday
lunches.
Judith says “…I have been working with the Trust management team,
reinventing the Chalet at Glenfalloch for weddings, functions and, at this stage,
Sunday lunch". It's a beautiful, beautiful setting - sheltered from the wind, in a
magnificent garden. Our plan is to open for lunch every day during the summer - so
watch this space...
“Julie Le Clerc is coming down to join me in October for my Spring classes we are going to talk " Turkey" and inspire you with Spring recipes. The classes will
be in the newly refurbished Chalet at Glenfalloch, at a gorgeous time of the year
when the garden will be bursting with Spring colour. Come and see what we have
done and enjoy our smart lunch menu…”
Judith Cullen
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This recipe has been
a popular addition at
the Albatross Café
this year…

Blueberry Sour
Cream Cake
1 cup caster sugar
2 cups blueberries, fresh
or frozen
250 grams butter
2 cups sour cream
2 eggs
½ cup caster sugar
2 cups flour
½ teaspoon vanilla
essence
1 tablespoon baking
powder
3 egg yolks
vanilla pod, halved and
seeded
2 tablespoons redcurrant
jelly
In a bowl cream the butter
and the sugar
Beat in the eggs one at a
time.
Fold in the flour, baking
powder and vanilla seeds.
Spread the batter into the
bottom of a greased 26cm
spring-form cake tin.
Pile the blueberries on
top.
Beat together sour cream,
sugar vanilla and egg
yolks. Pour over the
blueberries.
Bake for 55-60 minutes at
160 degrees C or until
set.
Brush with melted
redcurrant jelly to glaze.
Note this cake may take
some time to set in the
middle. I often make it in
a shallower baking dish

Book Recommendation
Title:
Author:

The Goldfinch
Donna Tart

I usually avoid reading very large books, however this
one is well worth the read.
Aged thirteen, Theo Decker, son of a devoted mother and
a reckless largely absent father, survives a terrorist bomb
attack on the Metropolitan Museum of Art in Manhattan
when visiting an art exhibition with his Mother.
Alone in New York, he is taken in by the family of a
wealthy friend. He is tormented by an unbearable longing
for his mother, and down the years clings to the thing that
most reminds him of her: a small, strangely captivating
painting that ultimately draws him into the criminal
underworld.
As he grows up, Theo learns to glide between the drawing
rooms of the rich and the dusty antiques store where he
works. He is alienated and in love.
The Goldfinch is a haunting and enthralling drama, combining unforgettable characters and thrilling suspense. It
is a beautiful and addictive story of loss, obsession,
survival, self-invention and fate. - Glenda

Did you know?
Goldfinches were introduced to New Zealand from Britain in
1862…, their trilling call contributes to the collective noun “a
charm of goldfinches”. Goldfinches are mainly seed-eaters,
and often gather in flocks to feed on thistle seed. Goldfinches
frequently stray to outlying island groups, and are resident
on the Chatham Islands. They are a charming addition to
New Zealand gardens.

which takes less time
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Plant of the Month

Primula vulgaris
Common name: wild English primrose, common
primrose

Fort Taiaroa Education & Resource Group Update:
Alongside the routine archiving which we are engaged
in week by week, we have been working to upgrade
some of the displays in the gun pit and galleries at Fort
Taiaroa. Here is sample of the information the new
panels will provide:

Taiaroa Head Pukekura: A brief history
PUKEKURA PA for local Maori was the place of
retreat when threatened by other tribes. The main local
settlement was at Otakou about 3km up the harbour.
CAPTAIN COOK’S VOYAGES of discovery in the
1770s brought Europeans to New Zealand. First
Sealers, then Whalers in the 1790-1830 period. They
established shore stations on Otago Harbour.
THE OTAGO HARBOUR ENTRANCE had a
dangerous shifting sand bar . Signalmen were employed to indicate the state of the bar .
Harbour pilots from Pilots Beach were employed to
give safe passage. A lighthouse with a foghorn was
constructed in 1864 and is still in use. Today,
continuous radar, video and radio is automated.

The very sight of a primrose stirs up hope of
warmer days to come. By the springtime they
are well on their way to looking lovely. Here at
the Garden they are usually flowering late
winter or well before the end of July. The
Primrose is a native to Britain and Europe and
we are lucky this plant seems conducive to
conditions of so many parts of New Zealand.
I always think of this plant used as a charming
cottage garden plant or being very much at
home naturalizing in a moist historical
woodland garden. Neighbours for the
primrose at this time of year are snowflakes,
hellebores and newly unfurling daffodils. This
pretty lemon perennial is delicately scented
and they are found in large drifts around the
Glenfalloch Garden at the moment. Its pale
lemon flowers seem aluminous in the frequent
dull lit winter days. I’m grateful for its softness
of colour over some of its garish hybrid
counterparts.
The Primrose is also a good bee plant and
grown en masse is even better as some
Gardens are lacking nectar at this
transitional time of the year between winter
and spring.
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- Glenda

Toroa Award
Coastal Otago Youth Conservation Award
In celebration of Conservation Week (1–9 November), the Otago Peninsula Trust and the Department of Conservation have a Conservation Award for schools and youth groups. All coastal
schools/groups in Otago (Dunedin City, Clutha District, and Waitaki District south of Waitaki River
and inland to Duntroon) are invited to apply for the Toroa Conservation Award.
Objectives of the Award:
To acknowledge the good work that Youth are doing for conservation
To encourage other students/classes/groups/schools to get more involved in conservation
To encourage schools/youth groups to become actively involved with the community, contribute to
the well being of NZ and explore future focused issues like sustainability and conservation
Schools, groups, classes or individuals (early childhood and years 1-13) can apply or you may
want to nominate a group/individual on their behalf.
Applications to be submitted electronically or by post by October 22, 2014.
By entering you agree that we reserve the right to use the winning school’s name and photo of participants for promotional purposes.
Enquiries to Sally Carson Ph 03 479 5842 or email education@albatross.org.nz

PRIZE
The winning school/group will receive $500 to put towards plants, equipment or other
material required for their conservation project. The Department of Conservation will also
send a Ranger to the school or youth group of the three finalists to help with further
development of their conservation project.
The Award will be presented at the Otago Conservation Awards

www.school.albatross.org.nz
An Otago Peninsula Trust Enterprise

ALBATROSS UPDATE!!
We have 24 chicks at the Taiaroa Head colony this year—six of which (five boys and
one girl if you like statistics) are in view from the observatory. Their parents take great
care of them, back and forth, with the food they need to grow. The chicks are now
developing the flight feathers they will need for the great 9,000km journey to South
America. When they depart from the headland, it will be at least five years before they
return to begin the courtship process which will (hopefully) result in them starting families of their own eventually at Taiaroa Head, where they themselves were born.
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Bugs, Birds and Biodiversity

Photo courtesy of Zealandia

Year 9 students will be joining Ruud Kleinpaste
(aka Bug Man) later in August to explore,
monitor and help restore the habitat around Pilots
Beach and the Taiaroa Headland. Students will
count bugs as well as birds; build bug motels and
plant for penguins; as well as contribute to a local
conservation project. Otago Peninsula is
internationally renowned for its marine wildlife
and is one of the few places in the world where
nesting albatross and penguins can be viewed.
The Air New Zealand Environment Trust is
supporting a revegetation and predator control
project associated with the development of the
Blue Penguin Viewing Facility at Taiaroa Head.
Let’s hope it’s a sunny day for the students.

DIARY THIS DATE!
On Friday 7 November (during Conservation week) the Trust will be hosting a special fundraising dinner in the newly refurbished Glenfalloch chalet, with guest speaker Ruud (the Bugman) Kleinpaste.
Trust members will be offered first opportunity to purchase tickets (at a discount price for paid up Trust
members) to attend this memorable event. Details to follow in September. Check our website!

www.otagopensinsulatrust.co.nz
5

6
Join a friend

Printed on Recycled Paper
For the environmentally friendly full colour version visit www.albatross.org.nz/trust.html

To:

