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New Newsletter Editor 

Hello everyone, from your new Newsletter 

Editor!  

I hope you are all starting to enjoy these 
warmer days, the new Glenfalloch deck is a 
wonderful spot to do this – although I might be 

a bit biased… 

I thought I might introduce myself a bit to you, 
although I may have met a few of you before 
as I am not a new face to the trust. My name 

is Ashleigh Compton and I am doing some 
work from home for the trust while on 
Maternity Leave. My partner Chris (who also 

works for the trust) and I are enjoying time 
with our first baby Carter who is now 6 months 
old and our young Golden Retriever, Mia. If 

you see us out and about make sure you say 
hi! 

If you have any suggestions for future 
newsletters make sure you send me an email 

to ashleigh@albatross.org.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The OPT Sweaters 

Some of the OPT team recently fundraised for 

a cause close to our hearts. SWEATEMBER 
challenges Kiwis to commit to any sweaty 
activity throughout September to get fit and 

raise money to support New Zealanders living 
with cystic fibrosis (CF). The ‘OPT Sweaters’ 
team consisted of staff from the Royal 

Albatross Centre, Glenfalloch, Fletcher House 
and the Otago Peninsula Trust office. 

The OPT Sweaters managed to walk or run 
over 500kms and fundraise over $1800! We 

are so proud of them! 
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Letter from the CEO 

This has been a year like no other, Covid has impacted us all, and the Otago Peninsula Trust, which 

relies on its tourism businesses for the majority of its income is significantly affected.  Our visitors to the 
Royal Albatross Centre in the 2019 – 2020 year were 83% international, and when that stops abruptly, it 
is scary.  

I am very proud of our team; they handled the various levels of Covid restrictions with professionalism 

and are working extremely hard re-prioritizing to encourage domestic visitors. Our skilled staff across the 
whole Trust are our point of difference. I wanted to keep as many people in their jobs as we possibly 
could, the trustees supported that view, and with the help of the Government wage subsidies and a grant 

under the strategic tourism protection programme (STAPP), we have managed to keep all our permanent 
staff on at this stage. 

We have had a change on our governance board. Bill Dawson, who had been a trustee for 53 years 
retired.  Bill was made a Patron to mark his significant contribution over the years. Bill was a regular in 

our offices, and we will miss his words of wisdom. We have also had two senior staff leave over the past 
couple of months: Sophie Barker our marketing manager resigned to concentrate on her role as a 
Dunedin City Councilor and Glenda Bruce (gardener/events) at Glenfalloch and the editor of the previous 

newsletters retired.  Glenda will continue to organize and attend the monthly ‘friends of the garden’ 
working bees so we will get to catch up regularly, which is really nice.  Both of these ladies will be sorely 
missed. 

At Glenfalloch our restaurant partners Melanie and Hannes were due to leave the partnership effective 

1st April 2020. Unfortunately, the Covid situation meant the restaurant had to close in March, and we 
never got to have a proper sendoff, which was really sad.  Melanie and Hannes have opened their own 
restaurant ‘Titi’, and we wish them well in their new venture. The Trust was in negotiation with potential 

new partners who were due to start in May; however, the uncertainty around Covid meant that didn’t 
eventuate. The restaurant remained closed until Wednesday 28th October when we relaunched with a 
team employed by the Trust; we welcome Scottie Low our head Chef and the rest of our new team there. 

Glenfalloch Garden is looking fabulous, Alan Funnell and his team are doing a fantastic job, I encourage 

you to visit during spring, it is a stunningly beautiful garden at this time of year.  

To finish, I need to sing the praises of our staff again and to thank our local community for supporting us 
when we needed you most. THANK YOU! 

 

Robyn McDonald CEO  



 

 

  
 

Royal Albatross Centre Update 

More "egg-citing" news! 

More than 100 Albatross have returned for the new breeding season and 25 eggs have been laid 

so far. 3 of these nests with eggs can be spotted from our observatory on our guided tours, make 
sure you book to avoid missing out! 

Thanks to donations on the Otago Peninsula Trusts give-a-little page, the DoC team at Taiaroa 
Head are looking forward to using these excellent new albatross dummy eggs this season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

       

 

      

 

                                               
25% off gifts in our Toroa 
Souvenirs if you quote the 

OPT Newsletter. Lots of new 
stock ready for Christmas, a 
great sales table + 30% off all 

Merino! 

Love the Toroa Cafe cheese 
rolls?! Order one of their tasty 
cheese rolls and go in the 

draw to win a dozen cheese 
rolls!  

T&C’s Applies. 

                                             
The Toroa Café crew have 

been very appreciative of the 
support from locals and 
Dunedin visitors.  

Many of whom are thankful 

they are stuck here and are 
not in a rush to leave – which 
we understand… although we 

may be a bit biased. Make 
sure you even as a local take 
the time to stop take a breath 

and enjoy the peninsula views 
too! 



 

 

 

 

 

Blue Penguins Pukekura Update 

Blue Penguins Pukekura had their first eggs laid at Pilots Beach on 23rd of June and since then 198 

females have laid a total of 228 clutches! Many penguins are already sitting on their second clutch 
after the first chicks have fledged, a total of 89 chicks have fledged so far. This means that every night 
many parents return home to feed their growing chicks and relieve their mates off the nest.  

Particularly entertaining on the evening guided tours at the moment has been a stroppy male who has 

made a hole in the wall of the main access track his home and is raising a chick there. He takes 
offence at all the penguins passing by his front door and apparently keeps dozens of them hostage on 
the runway. There have been some mad chases and gruesome fights. A local sealion has even come 

and stuck their nose in his hole and received a good pecking for their trouble. These performances will 
not last; the chick is due to fledge soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.birdoftheyear.org.nz/ 

Did you vote? This year’s winner crowned the 

Kakapo! However, Taiaroa Head is home to a 
whole range of birds that were up for voting! 

How many of these have you seen at 

Pukekura? 

    Albatross    Harrier Hawk    Spotted Shag 

  Variable Oystercatcher    Welcome Swallow 

            Red-billed gull    Little Penguin 

   Royal Spoonbill    Fantail    Yellowhead 
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Glenfalloch Cafe Open 

Have you checked out the Glenfalloch Cafe since it has re-opened yet?!  

Enjoy a meal in the sunshine on the deck or if the weather is turning take a seat inside by the fire. A 

great place to be no matter the weather! Doesn’t this new dish look divine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenfalloch Gardens Update 

Our wonderful gardener Alan thought you might find this interesting. This tree fuchsia flower is 
coming directly out of a branch - relatively uncommon in the plant world. The gardens at the moment 
are beautiful and with the summer weather approaching why not take a bike ride along the new 

peninsula connections, grab a coffee and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

                                                   

 

 

The Great Glenfalloch 
Growing Competition 

Pick up your seeds from the 

Glenfalloch Cafe between Nov 

12th and the 22nd. 

Just $2 to enter and free for 
Otago Peninsula Trust 

members! Judging will be 
part of a family day in the 
garden in February 2021. 

 


